
Research Brief
 
"Keeping Children Safe When Their Parents Are 
Arrested: Protocols for Child Welfare and Law 
Enforcement." 

Policy analysts at the California Research Bu­
reau recently reviewed the development of child­
sensitive arrest protocols in the state of Califor­
nia. No statewide protocol exists, but there has 
been significant progress in various localities. In I 
Los Angeles each ofthe 19 police stations has 
an on-duty child welfare services worker. The 
San Jose City/Santa Clara County Joint Re­
sponse Protocol, for example, saves the county 
money by prioritizing child placement with care-I 
givers and family members, reserving placement 
as a last resort. Law enforcement and child wel­
fare services are also legally allowed to share 
information, speeding investigations and in­
creasing the likelihood that informed decisions 
will be made regarding affected children. 

In their examination of local arrest policies, the 
authors recommend the following steps for agen­
cies making future protocols: 

• Timely response by child welfare services 
workers to law enforcement requests for consul­
tation or assistance at an arrest scene. 

• Co-location (if possible) of child welfare 
services workers at law enforcement agency of­
fices. 

• Cross-training on roles and responsibilities 
of each participating agency, and education on 
the effects of parental arrest on children. 

• A designated liaison officer in each partner 
agency to review cases, handle questions and 
complaints, problem-solve and facilitate ongoing 
collaboration. 

For the full article see CW3600: a comprehensive 
look at a prevalent child welfare issue. Center for 
Advanced Studies in Child Welfare. University of 
Minnesota: Spring 2008, by author Lisa Foster. 

New Data on Chi ldren whose Par­
ents are in Prison now Availablel 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics has just released data 
from the 2004 Survey of Inmates in State and Federal 
Correctional Facilities a~ut incarcerated parents and 
their minor children, available at 
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstractlpptmc.htm. In 
addition to providing background details regarding 
the incarcerated parent's behaviors and family struc­
ture it also addresses the children's daily care, fman­
cial support, current caregivers, and frequency and 
type of contact with incarcerated parents. 

The NY Initiative offers a one page summary of 
this report. Please contact us for a copy! 

Project WHATI
 
Resource Guide
 

Project WHAT!: We're Here And Talking is 
a San Francisco-based initiative that gives 
voice to youth affected by parental incarcera­
tion. Its most recent project is an updated 
eighty-page resource guide for CIP first is­
sued in 2007. It is organized as a series of 
answers to common questions asked by chil­
dren of incarcerated parents, with sections 
dedicated to basic needs and legal knowl­
edge; mental health, counseling, and medical 
services; substance abuse and rehabilitation; 
visiting; and encouraging positive life 
changes. Though mostly focusing on Bay 
Area services, the manual also addresses 
broader questions such as, "What is [child 
welfare] and how does it work?" to inform 
affected youth who may seek outside assis­
tance. The guide (11 Mb pdf) is available at 
http://v.'WW.community-works-ca.org! 
programs/projectWHAT2008.pdf and can be 
printed and distributed freely. The Osborne 
Association will also soon be issuing an up­
dated NY-based resource guide. 

Emerging Research:
 
NY Initiative Conducts Families
 
Count Survey in 2 DOCS Prisons
 

The Initiative's Data & Research Workgroup 
worked hard to develop a one page survey 
that would capture information that is cur­
rently not collected about the children of par­
ents in State prison in NY. With approval 
from the Depaltment of Correctional Ser­
vices (DOCS), the survey was administered 
in September at Fishkill (for men) and Bed­
ford Hills (for women). The data will be 
analyzed and preliminary results should be 
available by December, 2008. 

The survey captures information about pa­
rental arrest, children's living situations, 
Family Court cases, and intergenerational 
patterns such as incarceration and foster care 
placement. It will provide valuable informa­
tion to infOlm policies, programs, & funding. 

Practke Tips: 
J) Be truthful with a child whose parent has been 
arrested or incarcerated. Providing children with 
appropriate information can give them a sense of 
safety. 

2) Remember that starting school & all transitions 
& milestone events can be difficult for children 
whose parents are incarcerated. 

Back to School
 
Quote from
 

Project WHAT!
 

"What J remember 
most is just missing 
[mom] tremendously. 
On days like my first 
day of kindergarten or 
my birthday it was 
always sad because 
she couldn't be there 
for me. Mother's Day 
was the hardest, be­
cause Jremember 
buying her flowers, 
and then my dad tell­
ing me that I couldn't 
give them to her. It 
was these little things 
that affected me the 
most. Throughout her 
incarceration, I was 
fortunate enough to 
visit her and stay in 
close touch, but it is 
important to under­
stand that most people 
don't have that. When 
a parent is taken away 
from you, there is 
nothing in the world 
that can replace 
them." 
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